
 

 

 

1. The sponsoring representative’s first name: 

David 

 

2. The sponsoring representative’s last name: 

Martin 

 

3. The cosponsoring representatives’ names. All cosponsors must be listed. If none, please 

type ‘n/a.’ A signed letter from the sponsor approving the co-sponsorship and a signed 

letter from the member wishing to co-sponsor are required. Attach letters at question #9 

below. 

n/a 

 

4. Name of the entity that the spending item is intended for: 

Flint Firebirds Foundation 

 

5. Physical address of the entity that the spending item is intended for: 

3501 Lapeer Rd., Flint, MI  48503 

 

6. If there is not a specific recipient, the intended location of the project or activity: 

3501 Lapeer Rd., Flint, MI  48503 

 

7. Name of the representative and the district number where the legislatively directed 

spending item is located: 

Rep. Cynthia Neeley - District 70 

 

8. Purpose of the legislatively directed spending item. Please include how it provides a 

public benefit and why it is an appropriate use of taxpayer funding. Please also 

demonstrate that the item does not violate Article IV, S 30 of the Michigan Constitution. 

The Flint Firebirds Foundation in conjunction with Dort Financial Center, is seeking a 

one-time appropriation to continue to provide a welcoming, accessible and functional 

space for families participating in events at Genesee County’s largest public event center. 

 

Many of the families served include those with children (families with strollers) and 

seniors who have mobility challenges. The updates needed at the facility are not a luxury 

but a necessity to continue serving the community. This would include curbs, parking lot, 
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handicap accessible ramps and entrances to the arena.  These improvements will 

dramatically improve the safety of the public access areas at the center, improve the curb 

appeal of the facility, increase opportunities to reach kids, seniors and families and 

provide safer space for community events. 

 

Since its opening in 1969, the Dort Financial Center has been a vital public gathering 

place for generations of Flint and Genesee County residents. This investment would 

enable a safe and accessible environment to continue to be provided for families and 

residents at Genesee County’s largest public event center. 

 

 

9. Attach documents here if needed: 

Attachments added to the end of this file. 

 

10. The amount of state funding requested for the legislatively directed spending item. 

2500000 

 

11. Has the legislatively directed spending item previously received any of the following types 

of funding? Check all that apply. 

["None"] 

  

12. Please select one of the following groups that describes the entity requesting the 

legislatively directed spending item: 

Non-profit organization 

 

13. For a non-profit organization, has the organization been operating within Michigan for the 

preceding 36 months? 

Yes 

 

14. For a non-profit organization, has the entity had a physical office within Michigan for the 

preceding 12 months? 

Yes 

 

15. For a non-profit organization, does the organization have a board of directors? 

Yes 

 

16. For a non-profit organization, list all the active members on the organization’s board of 

directors and any other officers. If this question is not applicable, please type ‘n/a.’ 

Board Members: President: Monika Kronenberger; Treasurer: Eve Roe; Secretary: Jeremy 

Torrey: Directors: Monika Kronenberger, Eve Roe and Jeremy Torrey 

 

17. “I certify that neither the sponsoring representative nor the sponsoring representative's 

staff or immediate family has a direct or indirect pecuniary interest in the legislatively 

directed spending item.” 



Yes, this is correct 

 

18. Anticipated start and end dates for the legislatively directed spending item: 

Summer 2026 

 

19. “I hereby certify that all information provided in this request is true and accurate.” 

Yes 

 











 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 22, 2025 

As Executive Director of Explore Flint & Genesee, I am proud to express our strong support for the Flint Firebirds 

Foundation’s 2025 appropriations request as they, in conjunction with the Dort Financial Center, are a 

cornerstone of our community's cultural, economic, and civic life. 

Since its opening in 1969, the Dort Financial Center has been a vital public gathering place for generations of 

Flint and Genesee County residents. From hosting high school and college graduation ceremonies to welcoming 

world-class entertainment and family-friendly events, the arena has consistently provided memorable 

experiences for our community. 

The Flint Firebirds Foundation in conjunction with Dort Financial Center seeks to continue providing a 

welcoming, accessible and functional space for children and families participating at the center. The facility's role 

as the home of the Flint Firebirds has significantly contributed to our local economy. 

The Firebirds' games attract fans from across the region, filling hotels and restaurants, and enhancing Flint's 

reputation as a vibrant sports destination. Beyond hockey, the arena has hosted major events, including the 

recent Claressa Shields boxing match, which drew national attention and showcased Flint's rich sporting 

heritage. 

Moreover, the Dort Financial Center has served as a crucial venue for civic engagement, having hosted events 

for both major presidential candidates during the most recent election cycle. 

Explore Flint & Genesee Convention and Visitors Bureau fully supports initiatives aimed at enhancing the visitor 

experience at the Dort Financial Center through the Flint Firebirds Foundation. Investments in the arena not only 

improve the quality and safety of the public events hosted but also stimulate economic growth, attract tourism, 

and reinforce community pride. 

We look forward to continued collaboration to ensure the Dort Financial Center remains a dynamic and 

welcoming venue for all, and strongly support the Flint Firebirds Foundation’s 2025 appropriations request. 

Sincerely,  

 

Amari Steward 
Executive Director 
Explore Flint & Genesee 
asteward@flintandgenesee.org 

Docusign Envelope ID: 2FA7372B-36E1-4952-A458-30AE914D57C7
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